10

—r

_—ﬁ___
THE NEW YORK HERALD, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1922

James Monroe.

| Persi:':l Takes the Up Grade

Cantinued from Page Four.

romnds—which never had really been “roads"
since the days of Nadir Shah, but for the
most part worn pathways over which the
pad footed eamels were wont to move in
long procession—the freight trains of the
East,

In this matter of wages one may read
the change that Is coming to Persin. I
have emphasized the miserable wage of the
rug weavers, because knowing ‘something
of rugs and their making, and knowing
further that rug making and the raising
of the wool for it were the chief sources
of Persian revenue, the latest development
in the rug Imdustry—resultant from this
new dawn In the matter of wages—bears
out to the letter a belief which I have been
industriously preaching for the last decade,
to wit, that so soon as the sunries of in-
dustrial activity, as we understand the
term, should come to Persia, and its people
have any means of making a decent living,
the weaving of rugs by hand would apeed-
ily eease. I have contended that the
Oriental rug, even In Its modern phases, so
different from the old, was coming to an
end Nobody would believe it.

The war Is over, but still the road
makers are getting $2 a day in Persia. It
doesn’t tnke much arithmetic to figure out
that this is twenty times what n weaver
an get for making rugs. And with ofl
royalties and good roads Persia's face Is

set towanrd solvency and rehabilitation.
For a hundred years past the Perslan has |

made rugs because he had to have the|n Buropeanized Persia.
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Mrs. Piper
PAST AND PRESENT WITH MRS. PIPER.

By Anne Manning Robbins. Henry Holt
& Co,

N the “Psychlc Serles,” for which, as
I s well known. Mr. Henry Holt stands
no volume can be more

highly valued by the many persons intar-
ested In psychiec phenomena than *“Past and

Present With Mrs. Piper.”™ In this book
Miss Anne Manning Robbins includes In

SpONE0T,

condensed form much of the matter con-
tnined In “Both Sides of the Veil which |
was published in 1909, and also her phychie

barley bread Inside him at intervals and
there was no other ghost of a way of get-
ting It. But with every step ahead in gen-

eral Industry, in work for the head and |

hands, {t becomes more and more unlikely
that the Persian population is going to
keep on tying knots, at bread and water
wages, which will make it possible for his
product to pay the duties imposed by an
American tariff and still compete with the
product of the mechanleal jooms.

The very best proof that this is sound
sense i{s that the great rug corporation
which for nearly two decades has con-
trolled the great volume of Persian weav-
ling i1s passing from the Persian field and
selfing up its commercial looms in China,
where labor s still cheap, and India, where
with a weaving caste of millions the rug
making can still be done at the rate of a
fow annas a day.

But the spirit of change is in Asia.
Whether {t comes from the out=ide or in-
glde i3 another question, but it s certain
as sunrize that the pendulum has started
for the BEast., When India and China shall
have fallen into line the man who has the
old time rugs will have something to show
to his admiring neighbors, and somebody
will be mining the anthracite In the grim
mountains of Kurdistan. The manure will

be golng to the farm lands in Iran and

there will be timber enough again on her
mountiain sides to build a barn here and
there, and something to put in the barn
when [t iz bullded.

But it will be a modern Persia—perhaps

: 1881-1920
.

experionces since that date In connection
with Mrs. Piper, the most famous Ameri-

| can medium, down to two years ago, Miss
| Robbins was present at the early seances,
William |

even before Dr. Hodgson and
James. She has kept voluminous data re-
lating to these extraordinary experiences
of ber own since 1881; and besides the
revision of those early accounts she has
here recorded much new and ahsorbing de-
tall eoncerning Incldents in her intercourse
with Mrs" Plper during the lust ten or
twelve years.
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O James Monroe, and the “ddctrine”
forever linked with his name., are
to have a memorial in the very

house in Prince street, where upon his
deathbed he suffered the last of many
painful humillations! A philantropic New
Yorker has bought the neglected property
and will restore it, so that it will remain
an appropriate landmark where the pub-
lie & welcome. He came to live~in
New York, not- it&)g before his death,
broken in health and fortune, having soid
hiz handsome home, Oak Hill, in Virginia.
Jefferson dled six years before Monroe,
barely in time to eseape the humiliation
of selling Monticello, and John Quincy
Adams, his grandson says, would have
been as poor as Monroe had not his son
‘put him practically under financial guardi-
anship & dozen years before his death.
Monroe lived in . New York with his son-
in-law, James Lawrence Gouverneur.
whom John Quincy Adams, as Monroe's
successor in the Presidency, had appointed
Postmaster of New York, as be had ap-
pointed another son-in-law of Monroe to
the Federal bench, Monroe had appointea
his kinsmen to, office, but thevre
was a friendly understanding among
Presidents and ex-Presidents in those days
based, perhaps, upon their common condi-
tion of financial embarrassment,
Gouverneur’s father had been a gay per-
son in New York and at Washington,
owner of a !myouﬁ race horse, Post Boy,
and giver of notable dinners at the eapital,
at one of which, as a guest afterwards
testified,/seventeen baskets of champagne
were served. Monroe's mainstay probably
did hot inherit much from that gay father;
at any rate he lived in a simple three
story brick house of no greal =ize, as any
one may learn by visiting the “raggery”
.in Prince street at Lafayette place.
Monroe's Oak Hill is a noble looking
mansion,f with finely hand wrought wood-
work, and two rich marble mannions made
for it in Italy at the order of Lafayette,
James Monroe's snubs and humiliations
began early and kept occurring all through
his life. He was recalled suddenly by
Washington from the mission to Paris.
Jefferson “pocketed” a treaty that Monroe
had negotiated with England, and curbed
Monroe's wish to succeed him in the Presi-

none of

Monroe put In a proper bill of expenses
for his services abroad Madison neglected
to pass upon it, and Monroe was top deli-
cate to do anything about the matter so
long as he himself was President. When
Congress finally made an appropriation to
pay the cost of Monroe's missions abroad
the mormey was not enough te meet his
debts, False charges of speculation In
Washington building lots were brought
against Monroe.
were sald of him when nearly a thousand
acres of his land in Virginia was =old over
his head to pay local debis, Lafayette,
whom Monroe had helped out of difficulties,
offered the ex-President half the lands in
Florida wvoted Lafayette by Congress, hut
Mon®he was ton sensitive to accept the gift.
\hﬁllhnugh Monroe must have recalled
| jith pleasure the New York of his youth,
| where he had married the lovely Elizabeth
Kortright in 1786, he met in this city after
kit retirement from the Presidency a snub
of the mecst painful kind at the hands of
arother lovely New York woman, Elza-
beth Schuyler Hamilton. the widow of
Alexander Hamilton. That proud woman,
who outlived her husband Afty years, did
nl:l)t outlive her belief that Monroe had
played a discreditable part in the seandal
that led Hamilton, 'n protection of his pub-
lie repute, to confess te the world that he
had deeply wronged his wife. Monroe, old
and worn, made the strange mistake of
| calling upon the widow. * he looked at his
card, and hesitated as lo recelving him,
until her nephew reminded her that he
had been Pregident and that everybody
was dolng him honor. When Monroe en-
tered the room she stood facing him and
| did not ask him to =it down. He bhowed
and =nid a few concillatory words as to

the years that had gone by'since they had |

dency, by making Madison the heir. When |

and unpleasant things |

| James Monroe
in New York

By E. N. VALLANDIGHAM.

'y

met.  She answered that If he had come
to say he was sorry for having slandered
her husband, she could understand his
visit, but if not, she must tell him that no
lapsé of time nor nearness to the grave
could change her attitude toward him,
When he had heard her out, he took up
his hat and turning left the room.

On June 19, 1831, fifteen days before his
Monroe, then upon his deathbed,
made affidavit in answer to the bitter and

death,

humilinting letter of James Rhea, former

Member of Congress from Tennesses,
charging him with falsehood in the matter
of Jackson's Invaslon ef Spanish Florida,
Jacksen had entered
his campaign against the Seminole Indians

after sending to Monroe a letter offering

thirteen years before,

to conquer Florida from the Spaniards If
of approval
through seme person  as
Ljohnny" Rhea. The letter found Monroe
sick abed at the White
opened it in his prescnee, read a line or
two, apparently enough to cateh its tenor,
and told Monroe it was a matter for his

private consideration. Monroe says he put
the letter aside without knowing what it

Monroe would send word
such safe

House. Calhoun

proposed, and forgot It until after Jackson
had gone into Florida, captured a Spanish
fortified place, hanged two Englishmen,
and conducted himself as if acting by the
authorizatdon of the President, Jackson
authorization of the President. Monroe re-

proved Jackson very gently, and Jackson
said nothing of having received the letter
from Rhea, although thers wis a move-
ment in Congress to call Jackson to ice
count for his conduet,

Nobody has ever fully cleared up the
guestion of veracity between Monrce and
Jackson. Both were reputed truthful men,
and both were old men, Monroe especially
broken in health, when the question was
revived in 1831, because of Jauckson's qunr-
rel with Calhoun. As Rhea was the least
important person concerned in the affair
the historians have been inclined to take it
for graanted that he was the liar, DBut
Rhea, as a descendant of his wrote to the
writer of this article, was the well edu-
ecated son of a Scotch Irish Presbyterian
minister who came to America in 1769 and
was highly regarded. Rhea served eighteen
years in Congress, and seems to have stood
well throughout his life. He wag probably
not untruthful, but the cruel letter to the
dying Monroe. which perhaps would not
have been sent had Rhea known of hig ill-
ness, was written when Rhea was nearly
80 wyears old, and of blurred memory.
Jackson had sent him several letters bLe-
fore Rhea managed to recall the detalls
of the affalr, Jackson always maintained
that he had Rhea's ecertification of Mon-
roe’s approval for the conguest of Florida,
and asserted that Rhea's letter had dis-
appeared from his letter book. Rhea had
had more than cne interview with Monroe
after Jackson had written proposing to
invade Florida, and in at least one such In-
terview Monroe had warmly praised Jack-
son. It has been guessed that Rhea took
this general praise for a non-committal
approval of Jackson's proposal, and this
view is set forth as plausible by George
Morgan, Monroe's latest biographer, Jack-
gon's conduct was precisely such as a ven-
turesome General would have entered upon
after sending such a letter to the Presl-
dent, and the Administration, although it
disavowed Jackson's aets, accepted their
fruits. An American Admiral off St
Nicholaa Mole during Grover Cleveland's
first Administration, when there was dis-
order In Haitl, was advised-by his flag
Lieutenant, an up and coming person, to
seize the country in the name of the United
States and trust to the acceptance of the
gift by the Administration at Washington;
but the Admiral, recalling President
Grant’s vain efforts to annex Santo Do-
mingo, feared not only disavowal, but
court-martial and loss of rank, and de-
clined to do the trick. Jackson needed no
prompter, and his performance was suc-
ceasful, Incidentally the adventure led to
Jackson's gquarrel with Cathoun, made Van
Buren Jackson's successor, and had far-
reaching covsequences up to the ecivil war.



